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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.

Seniors Together

Lefler’'s BBQ & Montgomery House

Dr. Dwight David Croy, US Army Chaplain Retired, Associate Pastor of Troy Wednesday, March 12th

First Baptist Church, DMIN George Fox Evangelical Seminary in Spiritual Lead- Leave church at 11:30 AM

ership and Formation, MDIV Denver Seminary with an emphasis in Christian . . . . 1, . .
Education, BRE Multnomah University is a Pastor, Teacher, an Author of Please sign up on bulletin board outside Nick’s office or in
“God’s Focus on the Fatherless;” “God’s Gracious Killer;” and God’s lllumi- Sunday School Class

nating Blindness;” Promoter of Jesus Christ.




Sunday School—10:00 a.m.

March 2025

Morning Worship—Live & On Line 11:00 a.m.

Evening —Prayer Meeting & Youth 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Audio Team Counting Team Hospitality 1
Fellowship Hall
Matt DeHart Peggy Hampton Gay Huntley
Kathy Kennedy Vestibule
Gary Kennedy
10:00 AM Classes 2 3 4 6 7 8
11:00 AM Message :
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Trusé‘?fsmpﬁﬁt'"g 6:30 PM Fellowship Youth Bible Study
Meet & Greet luncheon Young Adults : 215 PM Ml)ll“ﬁal& 6:00 PM Youth Room
Youth P i i ——————— :
outh Pastor Candidate Bible Study Deacon Meeting Baptist Men

5:30 PM Prayer Mtg 6:00 PM at Parsonage 7:00 PM

No Youth Mtg
Time Change DST Begins 9 10 11| seniors Together 12 13 14 15
10:00 AM Classes L 11:30 AM Lefler’
11:00 AM Message Young Adults eave LL: eriers Youth Bible Study
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Bible Stud BBQ & Montgomery House | - 6:00 PM Youth Room

2:00 PM Youth Hike & _Brye sudy
Bible Study 6:00 PM at Parsonage 6:00 PM Bible Study

5:30 PM Prayer Meeting 6:00 PM Kids Club
9:00 AM Donuts & Coffee 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Caswell Fundraiser
9:45 AM Business Mtg .
10:00 AM Classes Young Adults 6:00 PM Bible Study 6Y(;)0u|t>rl1VIB\I(':>ISt?1t;gz;m
11:00 AM Worship Bible Study 6:00 PM Kids Club ’
11:00 AM ONLINE Live 6:00 PM at Parsonage
5:30 PM Prayer Mtg & Youth
Happy 100th Birthday Ruby23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:00 AM Classes 10:00 AM
11:00 AM Worship Mission Group | . .
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Young Adults Lounge 6:00 PM Bible Study YOUth Bible Study
Noon-Covered Dish Meal Bible Study 6:00 PM Kids Club 6:00 PM Youth Room
Desserts provided 6:30 PM

5:30 PM Prayer Mtg & Youth

6:00 PM at Parsonage

Mission Group 2
Fellowship Hall

__Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation
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5th Sunday Breakfast 30
10:00 AM Classes

11:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM ONLINE Live

5:30 PM Recreation Sunday
Family Movie Night
Pizza, Popcorn, Soda

Youth Room

Nick Vacation

G
<

Deacon of the Week

2nd - James Spivey

910-572-7277

9th - Fred L. Taylor

910-220-2598

16th - Melissa Taylor

910-220-0998

23rd - Mitchell Whitesell

803-367-6398

30th - Bradley Wright

336-807-7454

Trustee of the Week
2nd - Harry McRae
910-571-1793

9th - Earle Poole
910-220-1753

16th - Jim Sharpe
910-975-1470

23rd - Mitchell Whitesell
803-367-6398

30th - Bryant Hampton
910-975-1132

Elevate

2nd - Anna Sharpe
Lee Wright

9th - Jocelyn Allen
Raylon Hogan

16th - Alyssa Hampton
Evalane Poole

23rd - Denia Huntley
Joseph Huntley

30th - Elizabeth Nichols
Hannah Nichols

Nursery Worship

2nd - Jocelyn Allen
Alyssa Hampton

9th - Denia Huntley
Gay Huntley

16th - Wanda Sharpe
Anna Sharpe

23rd - Amber Hogan
Raylon Hogan

30th - Carri Hampton
Hailey Wright
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.

Seniors Together

Lefler’'s BBQ & Montgomery House

Dr. Dwight David Croy, US Army Chaplain Retired, Associate Pastor of Troy Wednesday, March 12th

First Baptist Church, DMIN George Fox Evangelical Seminary in Spiritual Lead- Leave church at 11:30 AM

ership and Formation, MDIV Denver Seminary with an emphasis in Christian . . . . 1, . .
Education, BRE Multnomah University is a Pastor, Teacher, an Author of Please sign up on bulletin board outside Nick’s office or in
“God’s Focus on the Fatherless;” “God’s Gracious Killer;” and God’s lllumi- Sunday School Class

nating Blindness;” Promoter of Jesus Christ.




Sunday School—10:00 a.m.

March 2025

Morning Worship—Live & On Line 11:00 a.m.

Evening —Prayer Meeting & Youth 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Audio Team Counting Team Hospitality 1
Fellowship Hall
Matt DeHart Peggy Hampton Gay Huntley
Kathy Kennedy Vestibule
Gary Kennedy
10:00 AM Classes 2 3 4 6 7 8
11:00 AM Message :
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Trusé‘?fsmpﬁﬁt'"g 6:30 PM Fellowship Youth Bible Study
Meet & Greet luncheon Young Adults : 215 PM Ml)ll“ﬁal& 6:00 PM Youth Room
Youth P i i ——————— :
outh Pastor Candidate Bible Study Deacon Meeting Baptist Men

5:30 PM Prayer Mtg 6:00 PM at Parsonage 7:00 PM

No Youth Mtg
Time Change DST Begins 9 10 11| seniors Together 12 13 14 15
10:00 AM Classes L 11:30 AM Lefler’
11:00 AM Message Young Adults eave LL: eriers Youth Bible Study
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Bible Stud BBQ & Montgomery House | - 6:00 PM Youth Room

2:00 PM Youth Hike & _Brye sudy
Bible Study 6:00 PM at Parsonage 6:00 PM Bible Study

5:30 PM Prayer Meeting 6:00 PM Kids Club
9:00 AM Donuts & Coffee 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Caswell Fundraiser
9:45 AM Business Mtg .
10:00 AM Classes Young Adults 6:00 PM Bible Study 6Y(;)0u|t>rl1VIB\I(':>ISt?1t;gz;m
11:00 AM Worship Bible Study 6:00 PM Kids Club ’
11:00 AM ONLINE Live 6:00 PM at Parsonage
5:30 PM Prayer Mtg & Youth
Happy 100th Birthday Ruby23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:00 AM Classes 10:00 AM
11:00 AM Worship Mission Group | . .
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Young Adults Lounge 6:00 PM Bible Study YOUth Bible Study
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Desserts provided 6:30 PM
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6:00 PM at Parsonage
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials
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faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.
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In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
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We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.

Seniors Together

Lefler’'s BBQ & Montgomery House

Dr. Dwight David Croy, US Army Chaplain Retired, Associate Pastor of Troy Wednesday, March 12th

First Baptist Church, DMIN George Fox Evangelical Seminary in Spiritual Lead- Leave church at 11:30 AM

ership and Formation, MDIV Denver Seminary with an emphasis in Christian . . . . 1, . .
Education, BRE Multnomah University is a Pastor, Teacher, an Author of Please sign up on bulletin board outside Nick’s office or in
“God’s Focus on the Fatherless;” “God’s Gracious Killer;” and God’s lllumi- Sunday School Class

nating Blindness;” Promoter of Jesus Christ.
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9th - Fred L. Taylor
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30th - Bradley Wright
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Trustee of the Week
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23rd - Mitchell Whitesell
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2nd - Jocelyn Allen
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Anna Sharpe

23rd - Amber Hogan
Raylon Hogan

30th - Carri Hampton
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.
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nating Blindness;” Promoter of Jesus Christ.
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Pastor Nick’s Letter March 2025
Greetings, Church family,

It’s hard to believe we are already heading into
March! February was another great month! Dr.
Croy and | continued our Sunday morning series
through 1 John and finally completed it! As we
move into March, we should be diving into 2
John and 3 John. Sunday, February 23rd, we cel-
ebrated WMU Sunday. We want to thank the
ladies of WMU at Troy First Baptist on their
efforts for making the service special. All glory to God! We had a message that
Sunday geared towards women from Proverbs 31. | want to thank everyone
for their generosity for raising money for the Uwharrie Women’s Center from
the baby bottle boomerang.

During the month of February, the kids at kids club had their theme verse as 1
John 4:7. We discussed the definition of love, the author of love, God, receiv-
ing that love, Jesus Christ, and applying that love by loving others. In Elevate
(children’s church), the kids have been going through a series called “rock sol-
id” teaching them how to “climb” spiritually with Christ.

This past month, the youth group went skiing in Winterplace, WV and we all
came back in one piece, praise God! A big thanks to all chaperones and of
course Earle Poole for driving us all there and back safely. The youth group
this year has been learning who God is in all of His characteristics. We have
had our key scripture passage as Exodus 34:6. In the month of March, we will
be shifting to discussing what it means to be a Christian. Bradley and Hailey
Wright have started a small group Bible study for youth on the “I AM” state-
ments of Jesus. | am very proud of the spiritual growth of our youth group.

| have been encouraged that our weekly FCA meetings at both West Middle
and Montgomery Central High School have had steady numbers. It’s always so
great to see young ones voluntarily come out to grow and learn in God'’s
Word and be supported to by local pastors, educators and our sheriff of
Montgomery County who regularly attends the meetings. | had the privilege
to pray for the February County Commissioner’s meeting. | feel God moving in
our community which is exciting!

Jocelyn and | have been hosting a Bible study for young adults at our home
and have been studying the parables of Jesus. This has been a wonderful
study and we have seen such eagerness to grow in God’s Word from those
who attend.

Jocelyn and | love serving with you all and look forward to a great month in
the Lord’s service!

In Christ,
Pastor Nick

March 2025 Dr. Dwight Croy
A Godly Approach to the Angry

Everyone who spends time in relationships with different peo-
ple will come across that “one.” The one who is seemingly al-
ways angry, swears, gets red faced, and the veins come out
their neck, yes, the one who is the “hulk.” At times it is a boss.
Other times, it is one of our relatives, possibly considered the
“black sheep” of the family. Perhaps it is that “one” salesclerk )
that you seem to always get, even if you go to great lengths to avoid the meeting.

Il Kings 5 might be an unusual place to find principles to approach difficult and
angry people. It is an amazing thing to me that some people find the Old Testa-
ment a dark place with little grace and mercy. The story of Naaman speaks won-
derful truths about God’s grace and mercy. In verse 13 we see some practical
ways of approaching difficult and angry people. Believe it or not we will learn
some godly application from pagans. (For more of the same principles, see Jo-
seph Genesis 37-50, Hannah | Samuel 1-2:11, and Abigail | Samuel 25). Naaman
was in a rage and his expectations had not been met in getting the required heal-
ing for his leprosy. Money was not accepted. An important person did not meet
him, an incantation was not given, a dirty river was required, and the beautiful
rivers of his homeland were not recommended. Naaman’s servants who traveled
over 700 miles from Damascus with him did not say, “Hey, what's the big deal?
What do you have to lose?” Naaman went into a rage because his expectations
were not met.

The first thing they did is implied in the passage by “they came near.” They wait-
ed for the blood pressure to go down. Perhaps even waiting for the adrenaline
rush to dissipate. In other words, they approached at the right time. They waited
for the time to walk mentally alongside their master. Often, we make people an-
grier when time is not taken to understand them, and we jump in with both feet
to “fix” things right away. Principle #1 Have good timing.

The next thing they did was redefine the task in Naaman’s terms. Naaman was a
great and powerful man second to the King in his own country. The servants re-
peated the task as a “great word” that the prophet has spoken. Principle #2 De-
fine the issue in terms that shows an understanding of the other person.

The third thing they did was surround their relationship in the deepest of terms in
the Aramaic language. They said the word, “Father.” This meant that they loved
their master and put themselves on the level of blood relationship with Naaman.
This is empathy to the tenth power. I’'m not sure we have a word for this in Eng-
lish. Nonetheless, they communicated great love and willingness to go to whatev-
er lengths to see Naaman'’s healing (Matthew 22:37-40). Principle #3 Make sure
love as a blood brother or sister is the approach.

The next thing they did was refocus on Naaman’s expectations. The servants re-
minded Naaman that he was capable of great things and in comparison, this
washing in a muddy river seven times was easy in comparison. Principle #4 Re-
mind the person of past success.

The final thing was not completed by the servants. They just allowed Naaman to
do the action required. Principle #5 Do not do actions (or give excuses) for others
when it is theirs to do on their own.

Will these principles work 100% of the time? Not in this sinful world. But it is a
good starting point to meditate on our approach to difficult people.

Continued on page with memorials



In Honor of: As we welcome the refreshing season of spring, we are re-
God and Jesus (Tithes & Offerings) by Michael & Lori Byrd minded of new beginnings and growth in our lives and in our WMU
Faye Atkinson (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett mission work. In the same way that the earth awakens with \/.\

new life in spring, we too are called to bloom and grow in our —

Harrison Taylor (Youth Caswell Trip) by Faye Atkinson i ) - o
faith, sharing the love of Christ in our communities.

In Memory of:

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs

Robin Crews (Youth Caswell Trip) by Lucille Sabiston) up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
Charlie Hagins (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons in the wasteland.” Just as God brings new life through the changing seasons,
Becky Davis Dunn (Renovations Kitchen) by Peggy Hampton we have seen the impact of our collective efforts to make a difference in the
Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Charlie & Shirley Parsons lives of others.

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Renovations Kitchen) by Suellen Arnett

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) by Faye Atkinson

Ella (Ruth) Mcintosh (Vota Vita Class) Larry & Carolyn Russell & Family
Ryan Royal (Youth Class Fund) by David Royal

Mike Sabiston (Youth Class Fund) by Mitchell & Linda Whitesell

We are thrilled to share the success of our Baby Bottle Mission for the
Uwharrie Women’s Center! Thanks to the generous contributions from all of
you, we were able to provide critical support to this vital organization that
helps women and families in need. Your dedication and participation made
this mission a great success, and we are deeply grateful for your commitment

= to this cause.
g0 A Godly Approach to the Angry (Continued) As we enter March, let us continue to plant seeds of faith, love, and service,

0 A few decades ago, when | was a chaplain on assignment to South . . . .

+ ' Korea in the DMZ, | had a First Sergeant getting chewed out by the knowing that God is at work in and through us. Thank you again for your sup-

. . Lt. Colonel Battalion Commander. It was bad enough and loud port, and let’s keep moving forward in the mission He has entrusted to us!
) enough that one of his soldiers came running to me from across the )
" compound, concerned about the welfare of the First Sergeant. By Blessings,

the time | got to the Commanders office the First Sergeant had already left. | Dr. Amy Blake Reynolds

caught up with him on the way down to the motor pool. To my surprise he was
whistling a happy tune and was in good spirits. He saw my concern and was

probably amused by it.

| asked, “Aren’t you upset about being chewed out by the Lt. Colonel?” Youth Meal Rotation for March 2025
He said, “The Lt. Colonel had some good points and there are some things | can March 2 - Benny & Amber Hogan
change and there are some things | can’t change. So, | will change the things .

that are in my control.” March 9 - Youth Hike

Then | asked, “How will you address the things you cannot change?” March 16 - Luke & Joy Willmore

He smiled with a glint in his eye and said, “There are some things | cannot March 23 - Fred & Melissa Taylor
change at all, but | am about to enter the Motor Pool and ask for the help with .

the things | can change.” This was code for the military way of sharing motiva- March 30 - Jim & Wanda Sharpe

tion with a motivational (one way communication) speech. No one can moti-

vate you like a sergeant, any sergeant.

A First Sergeant had taught me about approaching and listening to the difficult.
His focus, like the servants of Naaman, was on the bigger picture and was able
to separate the personal from the mission of what really needed to be done.

Seniors Together

Lefler’'s BBQ & Montgomery House

Dr. Dwight David Croy, US Army Chaplain Retired, Associate Pastor of Troy Wednesday, March 12th

First Baptist Church, DMIN George Fox Evangelical Seminary in Spiritual Lead- Leave church at 11:30 AM

ership and Formation, MDIV Denver Seminary with an emphasis in Christian . . . . 1, . .
Education, BRE Multnomah University is a Pastor, Teacher, an Author of Please sign up on bulletin board outside Nick’s office or in
“God’s Focus on the Fatherless;” “God’s Gracious Killer;” and God’s lllumi- Sunday School Class

nating Blindness;” Promoter of Jesus Christ.




Sunday School—10:00 a.m.

March 2025

Morning Worship—Live & On Line 11:00 a.m.

Evening —Prayer Meeting & Youth 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Audio Team Counting Team Hospitality 1
Fellowship Hall
Matt DeHart Peggy Hampton Gay Huntley
Kathy Kennedy Vestibule
Gary Kennedy
10:00 AM Classes 2 3 4 6 7 8
11:00 AM Message :
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Trusé‘?fsmpﬁﬁt'"g 6:30 PM Fellowship Youth Bible Study
Meet & Greet luncheon Young Adults : 215 PM Ml)ll“ﬁal& 6:00 PM Youth Room
Youth P i i ——————— :
outh Pastor Candidate Bible Study Deacon Meeting Baptist Men

5:30 PM Prayer Mtg 6:00 PM at Parsonage 7:00 PM

No Youth Mtg
Time Change DST Begins 9 10 11| seniors Together 12 13 14 15
10:00 AM Classes L 11:30 AM Lefler’
11:00 AM Message Young Adults eave LL: eriers Youth Bible Study
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Bible Stud BBQ & Montgomery House | - 6:00 PM Youth Room

2:00 PM Youth Hike & _Brye sudy
Bible Study 6:00 PM at Parsonage 6:00 PM Bible Study

5:30 PM Prayer Meeting 6:00 PM Kids Club
9:00 AM Donuts & Coffee 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Caswell Fundraiser
9:45 AM Business Mtg .
10:00 AM Classes Young Adults 6:00 PM Bible Study 6Y(;)0u|t>rl1VIB\I(':>ISt?1t;gz;m
11:00 AM Worship Bible Study 6:00 PM Kids Club ’
11:00 AM ONLINE Live 6:00 PM at Parsonage
5:30 PM Prayer Mtg & Youth
Happy 100th Birthday Ruby23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:00 AM Classes 10:00 AM
11:00 AM Worship Mission Group | . .
11:00 AM ONLINE Live Young Adults Lounge 6:00 PM Bible Study YOUth Bible Study
Noon-Covered Dish Meal Bible Study 6:00 PM Kids Club 6:00 PM Youth Room
Desserts provided 6:30 PM

5:30 PM Prayer Mtg & Youth

6:00 PM at Parsonage

Mission Group 2
Fellowship Hall

__Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation

Nick Vacation

«

v

5th Sunday Breakfast 30
10:00 AM Classes

11:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM ONLINE Live

5:30 PM Recreation Sunday
Family Movie Night
Pizza, Popcorn, Soda

Youth Room

Nick Vacation

G
<

Deacon of the Week

2nd - James Spivey

910-572-7277

9th - Fred L. Taylor

910-220-2598

16th - Melissa Taylor

910-220-0998

23rd - Mitchell Whitesell

803-367-6398

30th - Bradley Wright

336-807-7454

Trustee of the Week
2nd - Harry McRae
910-571-1793

9th - Earle Poole
910-220-1753

16th - Jim Sharpe
910-975-1470

23rd - Mitchell Whitesell
803-367-6398

30th - Bryant Hampton
910-975-1132

Elevate

2nd - Anna Sharpe
Lee Wright

9th - Jocelyn Allen
Raylon Hogan

16th - Alyssa Hampton
Evalane Poole

23rd - Denia Huntley
Joseph Huntley

30th - Elizabeth Nichols
Hannah Nichols

Nursery Worship

2nd - Jocelyn Allen
Alyssa Hampton

9th - Denia Huntley
Gay Huntley

16th - Wanda Sharpe
Anna Sharpe

23rd - Amber Hogan
Raylon Hogan

30th - Carri Hampton
Hailey Wright




